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Halstead Joins Ascension Gulf Coast Leadership Team
John Halstead, MDiv, has joined the leadership team of the Ascension Gulf Coast ministry
market in the role of chief mission integration officer. This Ascension market includes Sacred
Heart Health System in Northwest Florida and Providence Hospital in Mobile, Ala.
Halstead will focus on all aspects of mission integration, including strategy, governance,
ecclesial relations, formation, workplace spirituality, ethics, spiritual care, community health and
benefit, and various collaborative relationships. The scope of this role includes hospital and
outpatient operations, the medical groups and other
ministry-wide functions within the Gulf Coast ministry
market.
Halstead served for seven years as vice president,
mission and ethics, for the South Central region of St.
Louis-based Mercy Health System, and for five years
prior to that as the executive director, mission
integration, at Catholic Health Partners (now named
Mercy Health and based in Cincinnati), after having
served as lead chaplain for three years.
Halstead earned a bachelor’s degree in Theological
Studies at Pensacola Christian College and a master’s
degree in Educational Administration from Ohio Bible
College, Conneaut, Ohio. He also earned a master of
divinity degree from Winebrenner Theological
Seminary, Findlay, Ohio, and is pursuing his doctor of
bioethics degree from Loyola University Chicago.
About Ascension
Ascension (www.ascension.org) is a faith-based
healthcare organization dedicated to transformation through innovation across the continuum of
care. As the largest non-profit health system in the U.S. and the world’s largest Catholic health
system, Ascension is committed to delivering compassionate, personalized care to all with
special attention to persons in poverty and struggling the most. In FY2015, Ascension provided
nearly $2 billion in care of persons living in poverty and other community benefit programs.
Approximately 150,000 associates and 35,000 aligned providers serve in 1,900 sites of care –
including 129 hospitals and more than 30 senior living facilities – in 24 states and the District of
Columbia. In addition to healthcare delivery, Ascension subsidiaries provide a variety of services
and solutions including physician practice management, venture capital investing, investment
management, biomedical engineering, clinical care management, information services, risk
management, and contracting through Ascension’s own group purchasing organization.
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