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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF THE EMERALD COAST REORGANIZING OPERATIONS
PENSACOLA, FL (April 13, 2016) – Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast (BGCEC) will reorganize its
operations in the coming months, to more effectively focus programs and services for youth living in the
communities it serves in Okaloosa and Walton Counties, including Fort Walton Beach, Destin, DeFuniak
Springs, and Santa Rosa Beach.
A new organization will be created, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Pensacola (BGCGP), to provide services
to young people who currently belong to the Clubs in Escambia County, including two facilities, one in
the Englewood Community Center at 2751 North “H” Street and the other operating out of Montclair
Elementary School.
BGCEC, like other non-profits, has experienced increased demand for services due to challenging
economic conditions at the national, state and local levels, coupled with reductions in charitable giving
and grant availability. The Emerald Coast’s Board of Directors and the newly organized Board of
Directors for Greater Pensacola, with the support of Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA), have
developed a strategic reorganization plan that will enable the Clubs to maximize impact for the youth
and parents living in all of these communities.
“BGCEC has effectively served the youth of the Emerald Coast region for many years, and we want to
make sure the organization is strong and impactful going forward,” said Todd Wilkinson, Chairman of
the Board for BGCEC. “The consolidation of the Boys & Girls Clubs a few years ago, which created the
current organization, did not prove to be an effective model, primarily because of the distance and
differences between the communities served in Escambia-Santa Rosa, and those in OkaloosaWalton. The reestablishment of a separate organization in Escambia County will allow us to expand our
footprint to impact more kids in the Escambia-Santa Rosa area and create a more efficient and effective
outcomes for kids, by strengthening fundraising efforts in both areas to ensure a solid and sustainable
financial support base. Our young people need and deserve nothing less,” said Amy Crain, newly named
Chairman of the Board for BGCGP.
“We are committed to providing our life-changing and life-saving programs for young people who need
them, and giving them a chance to fulfill their potential for a Great Future,” said Shervin Rassa, CEO of
BGCEC. “We need the communities in both geographic areas to join us, by committing their time,
talents and treasure in support of our Boys & Girls Clubs. It’s an investment in our youth, and our
community, that will pay dividends now and for generations to come.”
For additional information, contact Shervin Rassa at 850-862-1616 or srassa@bgcec.com.
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About Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast
Mission: To inspire and empower all young people to achieve their full potential.
Vision: Improving lives of all Emerald Coast youth as the premier youth development organization.
The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast serves youth ages 5 to 18 by providing guidance-oriented character
development programs conducted by trained, youth development professionals. Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald
Coast encompasses 9 Clubs and serves over 2,100 youth across Escambia, Okaloosa, and Walton counties. For
more information call 850-862-1616 and visit us online at www.EmeraldCoastBGC.org

